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tions, I must (desiring perfection) sincerely obey him, in a life
of faith, and hope, and love : loving God as God, for himself,
above all ; and loving myself as his servant, especially my soul,
and seeking its holiness and salvation ; and loving my neigh-
bour as myself : I must avoid all idolatry of mind or body, and
must worship God according to his word ; by learning and me-
ditating on his word ; by prayer, thanksgiving, praise, and use
of his sacrament : I must not profane, but holily use his holy
name : I must keep holy the Lord’s day, especially in commu-
nion with the church-assemblies : I must honour and obey my
parents, magistrates, pastors, and other rulers: I must not
wrong my neighbour in thought, word, or deed, in his soul, his
body, his chastity, estate, right, or propriety ; but do him all the
good I can, and do as I would be done by; which is summed
up in the tencommandments, ¢ God spake all these words, say-
ing,” &c.

Because the Ten Commandments are plain themselves, and
parents yet must read fuller expositions of them to their fami-
lies, than I must here lay down, I shall give no other expositions
of them but only, 1.That every Commandment both forbiddeth
evil, and commandeth the contrary good. 2. That every com-
mandment reacheth to thoughts and affections, words and ac-
tions. 3. That the things commanded are not to be done al-
ways, but in their proper seasons ; but nothing absolutely for-
bidden must ever be done ; but things forbidden only in some
cases, may be done out of those cases. 4. That the Command-
ments must be understood by Christ’s exposition with the addi-
tion of his gospel institutions : and obeyed as Christ’s, joined to
the new covenant; and not as given by Moses, as belonging to
the covenant of works made with the Jews, or as part of the
covenant of innocency made with Adam at the first.

Forms of Prayer, Praise, and Catechism, for the use of Igno-
rant Families that need them.

READER, I purposely avoid overdoing and preparing thee too
much work, lest my intended help should prove a hinderance.
But because all have not the same leisure, | have given you
both longer and shorter forms that you may use that which is
fittest for the time and persons,
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I. When you awake, let your hearts thus move towards God :

Thou, Lord, who art the life of all the world, hast mercifully
preserved me in life this night, when I could do nothing to keep
myself. [ thank thee for my health, and rest, and peace. Oh!
now let thy mercies to me be renewed with the day: and let
me spend this day in thy protection, by the help of thy Spirit,
in love and faithful service to thee, and in watchfulness against
my corruptions and temptations ; for the sake of Jesus Christ.
~ Amen. '

1I. Those that have opportunity to pray secretly before family
prayer, should speak freely, without book, from the feeling of
their own wants, if they are able: if not, they may use the
same prayer which is for families, so far as their wants and cases
are the same, ‘

III. 4 Morning Prayer for a Family.

0O, all-mighty, all-seeing, and most gracious God, who hast
created us and all things for thy glory! we, sinful worms, en-
couraged by thy own command and promise, and the mediation
of Jesus Christ our Redeemer, do humbly cast down ourselves
before thee, to acknowledge thy mercies, to confess our sins, to
beg thy grace, and to tender thee our praise and service.

We thank thee that thou hast made us reasonable creatures,
to know, and love, and serve our Creator, and capable of ever-
lasting happiness in thy glory. We thank thee that we, who
were born in sin, and were thy enemies in our fleshly state, were
not forsaken by thee in our sins, nor left with the devils to help-
less desperation ; but have a sufficient Saviour given us by thy
love, who hath redeemed us by his blood, and given a free par-
don and title to life, in his covenant of grace, to all that heartily
accept him as their Lord and Saviour. We thank thee for his
holy Gospel, for his holy example, for his Holy Spirit, given to
his apostles, ministers, and all true believers. We thank thee
for our birth, our education, our friends, our health, our peace
and liberty, and all our comforts of thislife. 'We thank thee for
our public teaching and our private helps, the comfort of thy
holy worship, and all the means of our salvation ; but especially
that thou hast blessed any of it to our good, and didst not forsake
our sinful souls, and give us over to the blindness of our own
minds, and the hardness of our hearts, and the slavery of our
fleshly desires and wills. How great was that mercy, which did
not only spare our lives, and keep us out of hell while we were
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sirining, but at last convinced any of us of our sin and misery,
and awakened our sleepy souls unto repentance, and made us
know the vanity of this world, and the certainty and glory of the
life to come, that we might know thee and seek thee, our end
and happiness! How great was thy nercy; which opened to us
the mysteries of thy Gospel, and drew us to thy Son, as the way
to thee !

But, alas, we have ill requlted thee for thy love ; our original
sin hath been too fruitful in our sinful lives ; our childhood
and youth was spent in too much folly, and fleshly sensuality !
How long did we forget our God and our souls, our death and
our éverlasting state, as if we had no life to live but'this, and
we had been made to live and die like beasts! How long did
we live in ignorance and unbelief, and little knew the nature and
office, our want, and the worth and riches of Christ! How
long did we live before thy love in Christ did melt us; and before
we knew the life of faith; and before we were brought to the
hatred of sin, and love of holiness, and before that ever we
loved thee, our God, and the heavenly kingdom, above this
world! Alas! we were deceived by the vanities here below,
and followed the sinful desires of the flesh, and resisted thy
Spirit which moved us to repent and turn to thee. And since
we consented to thy holy covenant, we have too often yielded to
temptations, and loved thee so coldly, and served thee so sloth-
ﬂnlly, and lived so unfruitfully, and made so ill an use of thy mer-
cies, and of our afflictions, that thou mightest justly have
taken thy Spirit from us, and suffered us to return to our for-
mer misery.

But O do not enter into judgment with us ; forgive us for his
sake, who is the sacrifice and propitiation for our sins. Charge
not upon us the sins of our corrupted nature, or of our lives; of
our childhood, youth, or riper age ; our sins of omission or com-
mission, of knowledge or of igtiorance, of rashness or negligence,
of sinful lust, passion, or of sloth. Wash us in the blood, and
accept us for the merits of the perfect holiness and sufferings, of
our Redeemer. We dare not come to thee, but in his name, nor
expect any pardon or mercy from thee, but for his sake, and by
his hand! Let our hearts be sincere in consenting to his cove-
nant by a lively faith, that we may be one with him, our blessed
Head, and may receive the continual communications of his
Spirit. Our souls are by corruption dead to God, and dark

. through ignorance, error, and unbelief, and disaffected to thee
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and to thy holy ways, till that Spirit do quicken, illuminate, and
sanctify us. O give us this Spirit, the greatest of thy gifts on
earth! Let him dwell by a new and holy nature in us; let
him fill our hearts with holy life, that we may live to thee and
die to sin; and with holy light, that we may know thee in
Christ, and know thy word, and believe thy truth; and with
holy love, that our whole desire may be to thee, and our delight
be in thee ; and being pleased in thee, we may, through Christ,
be pleasant to thee for ever. O let not our ignorance and
unbelief prevail! Let not our love to thee be still so cold,
our desire so dull, nor our endeavours so slothful : nor our
hopes of heaven so faint and weak ! Let not the pleasures,
or riches, or honours of this world ever steal our hearts away
from thee: "nor our fleshly desires overcome thy Spirit : govern
our affections, thoughts, words, and actions, our senses, our
appetites, and our passions by thy grace. Deliver us from
selfishness, and teach us to love our neighbours as ourselves,
and to wrong no man in our thoughts, or words, or deeds ; but
to do all the good that we can to others, to their souls and bodies.
Save us from the devilish sin of pride, and all the fruits of it;
and make us humble and low in our own eyes, and to loathe our-
selves for all our sins ; and to be patient, if we are vile in the
eyes of others. Save us from temptations, and confirm our
wills, that they may not easily be drawn to sin. Especially save
us from those great heart-distempers, which are most powerful
in us, and which we least hate and resist. Give us such public
and private helps for our souls, as we most need ; and bless them
to us, Make us faithful in all the duties of our relations, in
kingdom, church,and family, as we are superiors, inferiors; or
equals ; that we may have the comfort of them all. Mercifully
dispose of our persons, our friends and affairs. Provide for and
protect our bodies, and make us contented with our daily bread,
and patient if, for our sins, we want it. Be merciful to the
afflicted, and give such seasonable deliverance to the sick, the
poor, the oppressed, and the broken-hearted, as is most for
their own and others’ good, and for thy glory. Continue thy
gospel to these and all the rest of the churches ; furnish them
all with skilful, holy, and diligent pastors; and bless . their
labours to the increase of holiness, love, and peace. Rebuke
the ignorance, pride, and uncharitableness which do still divide
us; and give us the knowledge, humility, and love, which must
unite and heal us. Bless the King, and all in .authority, with
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the wisdom, holiness and justice, which are necessary to the
welfare of themselves and us. Teach them to govern, and us
to obey, as the subjects of thee the King of kings. Revive
knowledge and holiness in all the churches through the world,
and lead them into the way of peace 'and concord, and save
them from their sins and enemies! Deliver all deceived and
oppressed nations, especially Christians, from the tyranny,
seduction, and malignity of their deceivers and oppressors. Pity
the many kingdoms of the world that are drowned in heathenism,
infidelity, and Mahometanism. Subdue the powers that rebel
against thee, and let the kingdoms of the world be the kingdoms
of Christ. Open a way for the Gospel to them ; and send them
meet teachers for so great a work; that thy name may be
hallowed, and thy kingdom come, and thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven ; give us this day our daily bread ; forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive them that trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil ; for thine
is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever. The world
and all therein are thine : whatever pleuseth thee thou dost.
Thy enemies and ours are in thy power ; thou givest life to all
the living ; and thy mercies are over all thy works. Heaven
and earth are continued by thy power and will ; and all things
in them are ordered by thy wisdom. Great art thou, O Lord,
and greatly to be feared; wise art thou, and absolutely to
be obeyed. Good art thou, and unmeasurably to be loved.
The image and glory of thy perfection shineth in thy wonderful
works. But above all in our glorified Redeemer and his trium-
phant church, where thy light enlighteneth, thy love inflameth,
and thy glory glorifieth the blessed spirits of that glorious world,
where angels and saints in beholding, and loving, and praising
thy glory, are filled with everlasting joy: for of thee, and
through thee, and to thee, are all things. To thee be the glory
for ever. Amen.

A shorter Prayer for the Morning,in the method of the Lord’'s l
Prayer, being but an exposition of it.

Mosr glorious God, who art power, and wisdom, and good-
ness itself, the Creator of all things, the Owner, the Ruler, and
the Benefactor of the world, but specially of thy church and
chosen ones: though by sin original and actual we were thy
enemies, the slaves of Satan and our flesh, and under thy dis-
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pleasure and the condemnation of thy law, yet thy children
redeemed by Jesus Christ, thy Son, and regenerated by thy
Holy Spirit, have leave to call thee their reconciled Father: for
by thy covenant of grace thou hast given them thy Son to be
their Head, their Teacher, and their Saviour : and in Him thou
hast pardoned, adopted, and sanctified them, sealing and pre-
paung them, by thy Holy Spirit, for thy celestial kingdom, and
beginning in them that holy life, and light, and. love, which
shall be perfected with thee in everlasting glory. O with what
wondrous love hast thou loved us, that of rebels we should be
made the sons of God! Thou hast advanced us to this dignity,
that we might be devoted wholly to thee as thine own, and
might delightfully obey thee, and entirely love thee, with all our
heart, and so might glorify thee here and for ever.

O cause both us, and all thy churches, and all the world, to
hallow thy great and holy name, and to live to thee as our ul-
timate end ; that thy shining image on holy souls may glorify
thy divine perfection.

And cause both us and all.the earth to cast off the tyranny
of Satan and the flesh, and to acknowledge thy supreme au-
thority, and to become the kingdoms of thee and thy Son, Jesus,
by a willing and absolute subjection. O perfect thy kingdom
of grace in ourselves and in the world, and hasten the kingdom
of glory !

And cause us, and thy churches, and all people of the earth,
no more to be ruled by the lusts of the flesh, and their erroneous
conceits, and by self will, which is the idol of the wicked ; but
by thy perfect wisdom and holy will, revealed in thy laws, make
‘known thy word to all the world, and send them the messengers
of grace and peace ; and cause men to understand, believe, and
obey the Gospel of salvation, and that with such holiness, unity,
and love, that the earth, which is now too like to hell, may
be made liker unto heaven, and not only thy scattered, imperfect
flock, but those also who in their carnal and ungodly minds do
now refuse a holy life, and think thy word and ways too strist,
may desire to imitate even the heavenly church where thou art
obeyed, and loved, and praised, with high delight, in harmony
and perfection.

And because our being is the subject of our well being, main-
tain us in the life which thou hast here given us, until the work
of iife be finished. And give us.such health of mind and body,
and such protection and supply of all our wants, as shall best fit
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us for our duty. And make us contented with our daily bread,
and patient if we want it. And save us from the love of the
riches, and honours, and pleasures of this world, and the pride,
and idleness, and sensuality which they cherish. And cause us
to serve thy providence by our diligent labours, and to serve
thee faithfully with all that thou givest us. And let us not make
provision for the flesh, to satisfy its desires and lusts.

And we heseech thee, of thy mercy, through the sacrifice and
propitiation of thy beloved Son, forgive us all our sins, original
and actual, from our birth to this hour; our omissions of duty,
and committing of ‘what thou didst forbid; our sins of heart,
and word, and deed; our sinful thoughts and affections; our
sinful passions and discontents ; our secret and our open sins ;
our sins of negligence and ignorance, and rashness; but espe-
cially our sins against knowledge and conscience, which have
made the deepest guilt and wounds. Spare us, O Lord, and let
not our sin so find us out as to be our ruin; but let us so find
it out as truly to repent and turn to thee. Especially, punich
us not with the loss of thy grace! Take net thy Holy Spirit
from us, and deny us not his assistance and holy eperations.
Seal to us by that Spirit the pardon of our sins, and lift up the
light of thy countenance upon us, and give us the joy of thy .
favour and salvation ; and let thy love and mercy to us fill us, not
only with thankfulness to thee, but with love and mercy to our
brethren, and our enemies, that we may heartily forgive them
that do us wrong, as through thy grace we hope we do.

And, for the time to come, suffer us not to cast ourselves wil-
fully into temptations, but carefully to avoid them, and reso-~
lutely to resist and conquer what we cannot avoid : and oh, mor-
tify those inward sins and lusts, which are our constant and
most dangerous temptations; and let us not be tempted by
Satan or the world, or tried by thy judgments, above the strength
which thy grace shall give us. 8ave us from a fearless confi-
denee in our own strength ; and let us not dally with the snare,
nor taste the bait, nor play with the fire of thy wrathy but
cause us to fear and depart from evil, lest, before we are aware,
we be entangled and overcome, and wounded with our guilt and
with thy wrath, and our end should be worse than our begin-
ning : especially, save us from those radical sins of error, and
unbelief, pride, hypocrisy, hardheartedness, sensuality, slothful-
ness, and the love of this present world, and the loss of our love
to thee, to thy kingdom, and thy ways.
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And save us from the malice of Satan and of wicked men,
and from the evils which our sins would bring upon us.

And as we crave all this from thee, we humbly tender our
praises with our future service to thee. Thou art the King of all
the world, and more than the life of all the living. Thy king-
dom is everlasting: wise, and just, and merciful is thy govemn-
ment. Blessed are they that are thy faithful subjects; but who
hath hardened himself against thee, and hath prospered? The
whole creation proclaimeth thy perfection; but it is heaven
where the blessed see thy glory, and the glory of our Redeemer;
where the angels and saints behold thee, admire thee, adore thee,
love thee, and praise thee with triumphant, joyful songs, the
Holy, Holy, Holy God, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, who
was, and is, and is to come; of thee, and through thee, and to
thee, are all things: to thee be glory for ever. Amen.

IV. A4 Prayer for Morning or Evening in Families.

O Gop, the Infinite Eternal, Spirit, most perfect in power,
wisdom, and goodnes; though mortal eyes cannot behold thee,
nor any created understanding comprehend thee; thou art pre-
sent with us, and seest all the secrets of our hearts; our sins
and wants are known to thee : but thou requirest our confessions
as the exercise of our repentance, and our petitions as the exer-
cise of our desires and filial dependence upon thee. And O
that our souls were more fit for thy holy presence, and for this
great and holy work! O thou whose mercy inviteth miserable
sinners to come unto thee by the new and living way, meet us
not in thy justice as a consuming fire, but accept us in thy right-
eous and beloved Son, in whose mediation is our trust.

Thou, who art the great Creator of all things, didst make us
in thine image, to know thee, to love thee, and to serve thee,
But sin hath corrupted all our powers, and turned them from
thee, and against those holy ends and uses for which thou didst
create us, In sin we were conceived, and in sin we have lived,
increasing our original guilt and misery. Though we know
that thou art our Owner, we have lived as if we were at our own
disposal. ‘We have called thee our King and Ruler, but we
have rebelled against thee, and obeyed our carnal wills and
appetites, Thou art goodness-and love itself, and the Author
of all that is good and amiable in all the world, and our soyls
should have loved thee with fervency and delight; but our
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hearts have been estranged from thee, and have sought delight
in worldly vanities, and in the pleasing of our fleshly minds and
lusts, This deceitful world hath had our love, our care, our
thoughts, our words, our time, our labour, as if it-had been our
home and portion, and we had been to continue here for ever,
whilst our God and our immortal souls have been neglected.
Thou hast made us capable of endless glory, and called us to
seek it, and to set our hearts above on thee ; but we have lived
gs if we believed not thy word, and have despised the joys of
heaven, which thou hast offered us, and preferred our short and
sensual pleasures. We have trifled in-thy worship, and served
thee hypocritically with our lips alone. We have taken thy
dreadful name in vain. We have misspent thy holy day, we
have dishonoured our superiors, and neglected our inferiors.
Our family, which should have been ordered in holiness, as a
church of God, hath been a house of vanity, worldliness, and
discontent. Our thoughts have been guilty, not only of vanity,
folly, and confusion, but of malice, and of unclean and filthy
lusts. Our tongues have been guilty, not only of idle and foolish
talk, but also wrathful words and railings, of filthy and immo-
dest speech, and of evil speaking and backbiting others, and of
many a lie. We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves,
nor done by all others as we would have had them done by us ;
but we have been all for our carnal selves, proudly desiring our
own exaltation and commodity, and sensually desiring pleasure
to ourselves, whilst we have too little cared for the corporal or
spiritual good of others. We have been very backward to love
our enemies, and heartily to forgive a wrong. We have been
unprofitable abusers of thy talents, and have wasted our precious
time in vanity, and done but little good in the world. '
And though thy wonderful mercy hath given us a Redeemer,
and in him a sufficient reniedy for our sins ; and thou hast posed
the understandings of men and angels in this strange expres-
sion of thy wisdom and thy love ; yet have we staggered at thy
word in unbelief, and stupidly neglected this great salvation.
How carelessly have we heard and read thy gospel ! How little
have we been affected with all the love and sufferings of our
Saviour ! We could have been thankful to one that had saved
our lives, or enriched us in the world; but how unthankful
have we heen to him, who hath done so much to save our souls
from endless misery? .las, our hard unhumbled hearts do
VoL, XIX, R R
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make light of our sins and of thy just displeasure, and therefore
make light of Christ and grace. And it is just with thee to
deny us for ever the mercy which we set so light by.

But deal with us, O Lord, according to thy goodness, and ac-
cording to our great necessity, and not according to our deserts.
We have sinned as mnen, but be thou merciful as God. Where
our sin aboundeth, oh, let thy grace abound much more. Thou
gavest mankind a Saviour when we were thine enemies, and thou
wast in Christ reconciling the world unto thyself: and i¢ is thy
. great design ta glorify thy wanderful love and merey, by the ad-
vantage of our great unworthiness and misery, and to forgive
. much, that we may love thee much ; and if, after all this, we
should daubt of thy willingness to forgive believing, penitent
sauls, we should greatly wrong the riches of thy grace. Theu
soughtest us, when we sought not after thee ; and it is by thine
own command that we seek thee, and beg thy mercy ; and thou
givest us the very desires which we pour out before thee : thou
beseechest us to be reconciled, and to receive thy grace ; and
shall we question then whether thou art willing to give it.
There is enough in the sacrifice and merits of thy Son to expi-
ate our sins, and justify penitent believers in thy sight. Thou
hast made him the infallible teacher of thy church : heis a King
most fit to rule us, to defend and justify us: thy Spirit is the
Sanctifier of souls ; and thy love is sufficient to be our everlast-
ing felicity and rest. We therefore humbly give up ourselves
to thee our God; to thee our Father, our Saviour, and our
Sanctifier ; beseeching thee to receive us upon the terms of thy
covenant of grace. Remember not against us our youthful folly,

ignorance, and lusts : forgive our secret and open sins : our sius
of negligence, rashness, and presumption : especially those sins
which we have deliberately and wilfully committed, against our
knowledge and the strivings of thy grace. Renew and sanetify
us thoroughly by thy Spirit: take from us the old and stony
hearts, and give us hearts more tender and tractable ; and give
us the divine and heavenly nature ; and make us holy in the
image of thy holiness. Cause us to resign and devote ourselves,
-and all that thou givest us, entirely to thee as being thine own.
Bring all the powers of our souls and bodies into a full subjec-
tion to thy government. O show us thine infinite goodnas and
perfecnons, and the wonderful mercy which thou hast given us
in Christ ; and shed abroad thy love upon our hearts, by the



.THR POOR MAN’S FAM{LY ‘BOOK. .6l

Holy Ghoat, that we may be constraiuned by thy love to love thee
above all things, with all- our heart, and soul, and might. Let
the beams of thy love so fire our hearts, that we way love thee
fervently, and delight to.love thee, and taste the beginning of the
heavealy felicity and pleasures in thy love, and way perceive
that we can never love thee enough ; hut may still be longing to
Jove thee more. We dare notsay ¢ O that we could love thee
as thoy art worthy !’ for that is above both men and angels :
but O that we could love thee as much as we would love thee ;
till we come to that most blessed state, where we shall love thee
more than now we can desire! If we had never sinned in word
or deed, the want.and weakness of our love to thee is a sin
whieh we can never sufficiently lament; and the very shame of
our corrupted natures, and a burden that we cannot bear, We
erave no other felicity in this life, than to know thee better and
to lave thee more. Give us the spirit of adoption, which may
possess us with all child-like affections to thee, as our reconciled
God and Father in Christ. Cause us to make thee our ultimate
end, and to seek thy glory in all that we do. Let it be our
chiefest study in all things to please thee, to promate thy king-
dom, and to do thy will. Set up thy glory above the heavens,
and let thy name be sanctified in all the earth. Convert the
heathen and infidel world, aud let their kingdoms become the
kingdoms of thy Son. Give wise and holy rulers to the nations;
and let the Gospel of Jesus go forth as the sun, to the enlight-
ening of all the quarters of the earth. O that the world which
is ruled by the malicious prince of darkness might receive and
obey thy holy laws ; and in the beauty and harmony of holiness
be made more like the saints in heaven. Reform the churches
which are darkened and defiled, and cast down tbat tyranny,
ungodliness, heresy, and schism, which keep out knowledge, ho-
liness, and peace. Preserve and bless the reformed churches ;
especially in these kingdoms where we live. Bless the king,
and all in authority ; teach our teachers, and give both able
and faithful pastors to all the congregations of these lands. And
give the people obedient, pious, and peaceable minds. Cause
uy to seek first thy kingdom and righteousness; and let all
other thiugs be added to us. Give us all necessaries for the
sustaining of our natures; and make us contented with our
daily bread ; and patient, if for our sins we want it. Teach us
to improve our precious time, and not to spend it in idleness, or
sin; but despatch the work upon which our endless life de-
RR 2
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pendeth ; and to live as we shall wish at last that we had lived.
Let our daily sins be daily and unfeignedly repented of ; and be
daily pardoned through Jesus Christ : and let us live in the be-
lief of his mediation, according to our continual necessities. Let
thy exceeding love and pardoning mercy teach us to love our
neighbours as ourselves: and to love our enemies, and to par-
don wrongs, and to do good to all according to our power.
Strengthen us in our warfare{against the flesh, the world, and the
devil, that we may not only resist, but overcome. Keep us from
the baits and snares of sin; and let us not thrust ourselves into
temptations. Save us from ignorance and unbelief, from un-
godliness and hypocrisy, from pride, and worldliness, and sloth-
fulness, and all sinful pleasing of the flesh. Cause us to wor-
ship thee in holiness, and reverently to use thy dieadful name,
and to remember the keeping holy of thy day. Keep us from
sinful disobeying our superiors; and all unfaithful neglecting
our inferiors ; and from injuring any in thought, word, or deed.
Keep us from sinful wrath and passions : from all unchastity in
thoughts, desires, words, or actions. Keep us from stealing and
defrauding others, from lying, slandering, and backbiting ; and
mortify that selfishness, which would set us against our neigh-
bour’s welfare : keep us from the judgments which we deserve :
and let all afflictions work together for our good. O help usto
spend this transitory life in a faithful preparation for our death,
and let our hearts and conversation be in heaven; and forsake
us not in the time of our extremity; and take our departing
souls to Christ.
Add in the Morning.

Protect, direct, and bless us this day, in all our lawful ways
and labours, that in the evening we may return thee joyful thanks,
through Jesus Christ, our only Saviour : in whose words we sum
up all our prayers: Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed
be thy name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth,
as it isin heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

Add in the Evening.

Preserve us this night, and give us such rest of body and
mind, as may fit us for the labours of the following day, for the
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sake of Jesus Christ, our Saviour: in whose words we sum up:
our requests : Our Father which art in heaven, &c.

Another Prayer for Families : For Evening, or Morning.

O ErERNAL God, infinitely great, and wise, and good, our
reconciled, merciful Father in Christ ; reject not us vile and
miserable sinners, who, constrained by our necessities, and
invited by thy goodness, cast down ourselves in the humble
confession of our sins, and thankful acknowledgment of thy
manifold mercies, and earnestly beg thy further grace.

We were born with corrupted, sinful natures, which from our
childhood we increased by actual sin. And though thy great
mercy had given us a sufficient Saviour and a covenant of grace,
and betime engaged us to thee in that covenant by our baptismal
vow, and gave us the great mercy of the Gospel, and christian
education, yet did we sinfully forget our Creator, unthankfully
neglect our Redeemer, and rebelliously resist the Holy Ghost.
How blindly, how wilfully, and how long did we follow our
fleshly minds and lusts, and loved pleasure more than God, and
lived brutishly by sense and appetite, and minded little but the
vanities of this world! Yet all this while didst thou preserve
our lives, and supply our wants, and save us from many a danger
and calamity, when thy justice might have cut us off in our
sins, and sent us to hell as we deserved. But we abused thy
patience, and all thy mercies, and wasted our precious time in
sin, and refused or delayed to repent, and hearkened not to the
voice of thy Spirit and word, thy ministers or our consciences,
but hardened our hearts against them all. We knew that we
must die, but we prepared not for it, nor seriously thought of the
life that followeth. We did not, by a changed heart and life,
prepare for the great change which death will make, nor con-
sider, that except we are born again of the Spirit, we cannot
enter into the kingdom of heaven. We were never suie one
day, or night, or hour, to see one another, and we knew our time
could not he long, and we were oft told, that as we lived here,
we must speed in heaven or hell for ever: and yet, alas! how
senselessly have we heard and known all this! And how little
care have we taken for our souls, that they might be saved from
sin and hell, and live with Christ in the heavenly glory, in
comparison of the care that we have taken for our bodies, which
we know must turn shortly to dust. Alas! pride and folly, and
the vanities of this world, and examples of sinners, and the
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sloth, and appetite, and lusts of our own flesh, have deceived"
us, and turned away our hearts from thee. And while we
quieted our conscience with the name of Christianity, and a dead
and outside show of worship, we were strangers to a holy and
heavenly heart and life, and drew near thee with our lips, while
our hearts were far from thee. And those of us, whom thy grace
hath turned from this sin and vanity to thyself, did too long
stand out and delay our conversion, and resist thy Spirit. And
since we have served thee, alas| how poorly, how coldly, how
unconstantly, with what wavering and divided hearts, as if we
were loth to leave the world and sin. And by how many fails
ings have we quenched thy Spirit, and wronged thy glory, and
our brethren’s souls, and hindered our own comfort and increase
of grace! We have too little differed in heart and life from the
ungodly, and from our former state of sin, and no wonder if our
faith, hope, and love be weak, and if we have little of the joys
of thy love and our salvation.

- But, O thou, the merciful Father of Spirits, have mercy upon
us; forgive our great and manifold rins | Wao to us that ever
we were born, if thou deal with us as we deserve. How quickly
then shall we be in hell, past all remedy, in endless pain and
desperation ? Where we shall have time to lament that sin in
vain, which we would not forsake in the day of our visitation.
But we appeal from the justice of thy law of innocency, to the
blood and merits of Jesus our Redeemer, and to thy law and
covenant of grace, which for his propitiation freely pardoneth ail
penitent, true believers. We are sinners, but he is righteous,
and hath satisfied for our sins: we are worthy of misery; but
he is worthy for whom thy mercy should forgive our siu! Oh!
wash us in his blood ; justify, adopt, and accept us in him. O
take possession of our souls by that Spirit which is the advocate
and witness of Christ, and which may dwell in us as a principle
of spiritual life, and may form us fully to thy will and image, and
overcome in us the flesh, the world, and the devil, and be out
seal, and pledge, and earnest, and first fruits of everlasting life.
Let his quickening virtue heal our deadness, and make us lively
and strong for thee. Let his illuminating virtue heal our igno-
rance, error, and unbelief, and fill our min-s with faith and wis+
dom. Let his converting, sanctifyving virtue kill in us the love
of the pleasures, honours, and riches of this world, and give us
a settled hatred of all sin, and fill our hearts with a fervent love
to thee, thy word, thy ways, and servants, and to all men in
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their several capacities ; and cause us to delight our souls in
thee. Leave us not to serve thee outwardly and unwillingly
from fear alone: but make thy love and service to be our
food and our feast, our husiness and our recreation. O
make thy ways so pleasant to us, that we may have no need to
beg pleasure at the devil’s door, nor to steal the forbidden
pleasures of sin. Let the thoughts of thy precious love in Christ,
of our Pardon and peace with thee, and of the heavenly endless
joys with Christ which thou hast promised us, be the readiest
and sweetest thoughts of our minds § and a daily cordial at our
hearts, to rejoice them under all the crosses and vexations of
this world, and the pains of our flesh, and the fore-sight of
death, and to vomfort us at a dying hour. O cause ts all the
days of our lives to comfort oureelves and one unother with
these words, ¢ That we shall for ever be with our glorified Lord,
more than with the possession or hopes of life, or health, or
wedlth, or any thing which earth affordeth. Teach us to redeem
our short and precious time, and to cast away no part of it on
vanity ; but to lay up our treasure in heaven, and fitst to seek
thy kingdom and its righteousness, and to give all diligence to
make our calling and election sure, and to work out our salva-
tion with fear and trembling, remembering that we must be
adjudged according to our worke. Teach us to worship thee
spiritually and acceptably through Christ: to reverence thy
name, and word, and ordinances, and to sanctify thy holy day:
to honour our superiors, and behave ourselves aright to our
equals and inferiors : to wrong none in their bodies, chastity,
estates, or names j but to dq as we would be done by: to lové!
our neighbours as ourselves ; to love aud forgive our enemies;:
and those that do us wrong. Cause us to hate and overcome
our selfishness, pride, sensuality, worldliness, hypocrisy, and all
our fleshly lusts, which fight against the spirit, and are odious
in thy sight. Help us to govern our thoughts, affections, senses,
appetites, words, and actions, by thy word and Spirit ; to labour
faithfully in our callings, to fly from idleness, and yet to be con-
tented with our daily bread. Prepare us for all sufferings, with
faith, hope, and patience. Cause us to overcome in all tempta-
tions, and to perseve-e unto the end ; that having lived soberly,
righteously, and godly in this world, we may joyfully receive the
sentence of death ; and that that may be the day of our entrance
inte the heavenly joys, which is the terror of the wicked, and
the beginning of their endless misery.
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O send the word of life to the dark and miserable nations of
the earth; call the kingdoms of heathens and. infidels to the
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ; let every knee bow to him,
and every tongue confess him to thy glory. Subdue the proud
and rebellious tyrants of the earth, who keep out the Gospel,
and keep up wickedness ; and set up their interest against the
kingdom and interest of Christ. Deliver the churches from all
their oppressors and deceivers ; and reform them to such wis-
dom, holiness, and concord, that their light may shine to Maho-
metans and other infidels, and do more to win them to Christ,
than the scandal of their ignorance, wickedness, and divisions,
hath done to hinder the world’s conversion and salvation. O
show to partial, blind, uncharitable, and contentious Christians,
the true way of peace, in returning to the ancient simplicity and
purity of doctrine, worship, discipline, and conversation. Save
all the churches from their sins and enemies, Bless these king-
doms, and never take thy Gospel from us! Bless the King,
with all his nobles, judges, and magistrates ; that they may rule
as being ruled by thy laws and Spirit, promoting knowledge,
holiness, and peace; and suppressing deceivers, ungodliness,
and injustice, that we may live a quiet and peaceable life in all
godliness and honesty. Be merciful to all christian congrega-
tions, and give them able, holy, and laborious pastors, who will
guide the flocks in the way of life with the wisdom from above,
which is first pure, and then peaceable and gentle ; even by
sound doctrine, and holy living, and by love and concord among
themselves, according to the blessed example of our Lord. Be
merciful to the afflicted, by sickness, pains, wants, dangers, or
distress of soul: bless their sufferings to their sanctification and
salvation, and relieve them in the time and way as is most for
thy glory and their good. Save the prosperous from the tempta-
tions of prosperity. Be merciful to this family, and let there be
no ignorant, ungodly, fleshly, worldly persons in it ; that shall
serve the flesh and the devil, instead of serving thee, and sell
their souls for the pleasures of sin. Keep us all in holiness,
love, and peace, and in our duties to one another; and let thy
blessing be on all our souls and bodies, and on our labours and
affairs ; and let not thy judgments seize upon us.

Add this at Night.

We thank thee for all the mercies of our lives to soul and
body, and particularly for preserving us this day. We have had
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another day’s time of repentance, to prepare for our last day:
but, alas, how little good have we got or done! Forgive all
our sins of omission and commission ; and protect us this night
from the evils that we deserve. Refresh us with safety, rest,
and sleep; and let our meditations of thee be sweet, and thy
comforts still delight our souls. Prepare us for the mercies and
duties of the day following ; and teach us to live in thy service
and praise, that we may live with thee for evermore, through
Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour; in whose name and words
we sum up our prayers, as he hath taught us to say—

Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven,
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation ; but deliver us from evil : for thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory, for ever. Amen.

Add this in the Morning.

We thank thee for all thy mercies to our souls and bodies
this night, and all eur days and nights: for our rest and safety,
and this morning’s light. Cause us to spend this day in thy
fear and faithful service. Preserve our souls from sin, and our
bodies from all dangers or hurt which would hinder us from thy
service. Cause us to live as in thy presence, and let us do all to
please thee, and to thy glory, and to the good of our own souls
and one another: and let thy love, and praise, and service, be
our continual delight ; for Jesus Christ’s sake, our Saviour and
Intercessor, at thy right hand ; in whose name and words we
sum up our imperfect prayers, as he hath taught us to say—

Our Father, &c.

V. A4 Prayer before Meat.

MosT bountiful God, who maintainest us and all the world;
we thank thee for our life, health, peace, and food, and all thy
mercies given to us in Christ. Bless these thy creatures, to
nourish our bodies, and fit them for thy service. Cause us to
receive them soberly, and to serve thee holily, cheerfully, and
diligently : devoting ourselves and all our receivings to thy
glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. Amen.

A Thanksgiving after Meat.
MgrciruL Father, we thank thee for Christ, and all the bles-
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sings which thou hast given with him: for pardon, and grace,
and peace, and the hopes of life eternal, and all the means
which tend thereto. We thank thee for feeding our bodies at
this time. O! let us not turn thy metcies into our sin, nor use
" them against ourselves and thee, by gratifying any sinful desire;
but cause us to use them to the increase of our love, and thank-
fulness, and obedience; and to relish and labour for the food
that perisheth not, but endureth to everlasting life; for Jesus
Christ’s sake. Amen.

VI. A4 Prayer for converting Grace, to be used by the uncon-
verted which are convinced of their sinful, miserable state.

O Most holy, just, and dreadful God, yet gracious and ready
to receive poor sinners, who penitently return unto thee by faith
in Christ. Pitifully behold this miserable sinner, who is pros-
trate at thy feet, and fleeth with fear from thy terrible jus-
tice, in hope of thy pardoning and saving mercy. I hear from
thy word that thou hast redeemed the world by Jesus Christ,
and hé hath satisfied thy justice as a propitiation for our sins,
and hath merited thy pardoning, saving grace for all that truly
believe and repent, and heartily accept of Christ for the saving
work and benefits of his mediation. But | hear that except we
repent we shall all perish, and that he that beli¢veth net shall
be damned; and that except we be born again of the Bpirit,
and be converted, and become as little children, we cannot enter
into the kingdom of God ; and that without holiness none shall
see thee ; and that if any man have not the Spirit of Christ he
is none of his; and that all that are in Christ are new ereatures,
old things are passed away, and all things are become new ; and
that the carnal mind is enmity, and neither is nor can be subject
to thy law ; and that if we live after the flesh we shall die; and
that Christ is the Author of eternal salvation to all them that
obey him.

I am convinced, O Lord, that thou art my Creator, and
therefore my Owner, and that |, and all that I have, dand can do,
should be used to thy glory as thine own. As also that thou
art the rightful Governor of the world ; that thy laws are holy,
and just, and good ; that my baseness, and folly, and corrupted
will, do make me unfit to rule myself. I amn convinced that
thou art best, and best to me, and that 1 should love thee with
all my heart, and vilify all the pleasures, and riches, and ho-
nours of this world, in comparison of thee. I am convineed
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that this world is vanity, and that heaven alone, where thou
art seen, and perfectly loved and praised, is the only felicity of
souls 3 and should be sought before all transitory things. 1 am
convinced that thou art the first and last, of whom, and through
whom, and to whom, both I and all things are. And I am
convinced that my forsaking thee and turning to my carnal
self, and this decgitful world, and all my sins, deserve thy wrath
and my destruction and that I have no hope but in penitent
sincere conversion to thee, by faith in Christ the only Re-
conciler,

But alas, the hardness of my heart, the power of unbelief
and fleshly lusts, prevaileth against all this conviction! I fear
lest all my knowledge will but condemn me to be beaten with
many stripes ! When I know that I should do good, evil is
present with me; and the will of the flesh prevaileth against
thy holy will. The custom of sinning hath increased my sin-
ful inclination § and I have not a will which hateth my pleasant
and grateful sins; I forbear them often through fear, while
I love them, and wish that thou didst not forbid them. Long
have | been wishing and purposing to repent, and come to
thee; but alas, how many purposes have I changed, and how
" many promises have I broken, and how many wishes have come
to nothing ? My corrupted will, enslaved by my sense, will not
change itself, nor forsake the pleasant vanities which it loveth.

O that I had a heart, a will, to love thee as much above all
the world, as I know I should love thee ! And to delight in thee,
and in thy holy ways, in thy grace, and in the hopes of glory,
as much as [ know thou art more delectable than all the plea.
sures of the world and sin! O that I had a heart that would
enlargedly run the way of thy commandments, and did delight
to do thy will, O God ; and did still obey thee from the power
of love! O that the new nature did more strongly incline e to
thee, and to thy service, than my corrupted nature inclineth
me to the interest of carnal self and sense! O that I had a
heart to believe in Christ, as strongly as I know I should believe
in him, and to hate sin as mnuch as I am convinced that I
should hate it ; and to live by faith, and not by sight !

. And though these desires may be but from the power of self-
love, and the fears of hell, O that I had more spiritual and sin-
cere desires !

. I have corrupted this heart, O Lord, but I cannot renew it.
I have defiled it, but I cannot cleanse it. I have kindled in it
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the fire of sinful lusts, but I cannot quench it. I have undone.
myself, and rejected that Saviour, and resisted that Holy Spirit,
which should have sanctified and saved me. And I have not a
thought, nor a desire, a will, nor an endeavour for my own
recovery, but of thy gift. Nor shall I so much as forbear my
own sin and destruction, unless thy mercy turn me or restrain
me. I have none to fly to now, or in the hour of my last extre-
mity, but that God whom I have so heinously offended ! I have
none to trust in but the Saviour whom [ have so unthankfully
neglected ! I have none to regenerate and make clean my soul
but the same Spirit whom I have so long resisted !

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to the greatness of
thy mercy. I have sinned like a frail and foolish man ; but do
thou have mercy on me, as a gracious God. As my sin hath
abounded, let thy grace much more abound. When [ hear of
the wonderful design of thy love in saving lost sinners by Jesus
Christ, and at what a rate he hath redeemed souls, it reviveth
my hope, and fainting heart ! When I think, that it is not the
way of thy providence to bring men by innocency to heaven,
but by healing and recovering grace ; and that all men’s souls,
save Christ’s, that are now in heaven, were once sinners on

earth, as I now am ; and that thou hast glorified none, but such

as were first condemned by thy law, and had deserved everlast-
ing death ; it emboldeneth me to hope for mercy and salvation.
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew-a right spirit
within me. I am dead in sin, and almost past feeling! O when
wilt thou quicken me, and cure my stupidity ! I have a heart
as hard as stone itself; it feeleth not sin: it feareth not thy
judgments as it ought: it relisheth not aright thy mercy: it
trembleth not to think of death, and hell, though I have no
assurance to be thence one day. O when wilt thou turn this
stone into a new and tender heart! I have a presumptuous
and self-flattering heart, that will hardly fear what it would not
feel. 1 have a careless, sottish heart, which little regardeth the
things of everlasting consequence ; as if it cared not where I
dwell for ever. O when wilt thou give me a necessary care
of my own salvation ! The spirit of slumber hath seized on
me! Isee my sins,and cannot forhear them! I see my duty,
and have not a heart to doit! I see my danger. and yet run
upon it! I foresee the dreadful awakening day of death and
judgment, when the most senseless sinners shall feel and fear:
and yet I have not a heart to stir, and cry for grace, and strive
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as for the life of a miserable soul, nor fly to Christ, and improve
the day of my visitation. I know that this is the accepted time,
and this is the day of salvation! And that all that ever must
be done for heaven, must be quickly done ! I know that I must
now be saved from sin, or else I shall never be saved from hell !
And yet, alas, my slumbering, senseless soul awaketh not! I
see time is swiftly posting away, my glass is almost run out :
the frailties of my decaying, corruptible flesh are daily warning
me to prepare! But I cannot ; I cannot, alas ! Lord, I cannot !
There is not a heart in me to believe and feel, and to set on
duty, and to do my part. My time is going ! O precious time !
It is going, Lord, and almost gone! Many that have gone to
the grave before me have been my warnings! I have but a
few breaths more to breathe, and [ am gone from hence for
ever; and yet, alas! my work is undone ! my soul is unready!
If I die this night, O where shall I awake, and where must I
take up my endless dwelling ! It is thy wonderful mercy which
hath kept me alive, and from hell so long! The time that is
past will never return! It is in vain to call it back. When I
am once gone hence, there is no returning to live better or die
better, and make a better preparation for eternity. It must be
now or never : and yet my senseless, sluggish soul scarce feeleth
or stirreth at all this, O thou that art the living God, and
raisedst Jesus Christ from the dead, revive and raise this stupid
soul. Lord Jesus, raise me by thy quickening Spirit, which
hath raised millions that were dead in sin. O speak effectually
that word of life, Awake thou that sleepest, and stand up from
the dead, and Christ shall give thee light. Awake me by thy
grace, lest the thunder of thy wrath and the fire of hell too late
awake me !

And, Lord, I have a dark, an ignorant, a prejudiced, and an
unbelieving heart. It staggereth at thy word ; it questioneth
the Scriptures: it looketh strangely upon Christ himself: it
looketh doubtingly and amazedly towards the world to come. I
am so captivated in flesh, and used to live by sight and sense,
that I can scarce believe or apprehend the things unseen, though
thou hast revealed them with certain evidence, O for one beam
of thy heavenly illumination! Pity a dark and unbelieving
soul! Alas, if unbelief prevail, Christ will be as no Christ to
me, and the promise as no promise, and heaven as no heaven.
O, heal this evil heart of unbelief, which hath neglected Christ,
his sacrifice, merits, doctrine, example, his covenant, and his in-
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tercession, aud hath departed from the living God. A promise
is left us of entering into rest ; O let me not fall ahort by un-
belief! Let me be taught, by the inward light of thy bpirit. to
understand the light of thy holy word, and leave me not ln the
power of the prince of darkness,

And, Lord, my will is as sinful as my mind. [t is blaued
by sense, and follaweth the rage of lust and appetite, Q how
little is it inclined to thee, and to heaven, and to any haly
wark ; I can lave my flesh, I can love my food, and ease, and
wealth, I can love my friend ; yea, wretch that I am, I can Jave
my sin, my brutish God-provoking sin. But O that I could
say, [ love my Saviour, and love my God, and lave the place of
glarious perfection abave all these! O tauch this heart with the
loadstane of thy love! O kindle in it this heavenly fire! Ne-
thing will do it but the holy Spirit of love, working with the
revelation of thy wonderful love in Jesus Christ. - Hold the eye
of my soul upon my Saviour ; upon my humbled, crucified Savi-
aur ; upon my ascended, glorified, interceding Saviour ! And let
me never cease gazing on this glass of love, and hearing this
heavenly messenger of thy love, till thy blessed co-operating
Spirit of love have turned my heart into love itself; even into
that love which is the living image of thy love. And thon,
in Christ, | shall be lovely to thee.

As ever thou hadst mercy on a miserable sinner, have mercy
on me, and renew this soul! Of all mercies in the world, O
give me thy Holy Spirit, through the mediation of my dear
‘Redeemer ! even the Spirit of life, and light, and love, Aud
let this be Christ’s advocate and witness in me, and the
witness, earnest, and pledge of my salvation. Of all plagues,
O save me from the plague of a heart forsaken by thy Spirit,
and left in death, and darkness, and disaffection ! Is it not thy
will that I should pray for grace ? Hast thou not said, that thou
wilt give thy Holy Spirit to them that ask it? I hope it is not
without thy Spivit that | beg thy Spirit, though | kuow not
whether it be his common or special grace. Had I asked for
riches, and honours, and the pleasures of sin, no wonder if my
praver had been denied, or granted with a curse. But wilt thou
deny me the grace which thou hast bid me ask? the holiness
which thou lovest ? without which I cannot love or serve thee,
but shall serve thine enemy to my own destruction ? O thou
that hast sworn that thou hast not pleasure in the death of the
wicked, hut that he turn and live, have mercy upon me; sauctify
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this sinful, miserable soul, that I may live in the fruitful and
delightful exercise of thy grace unto thy glory here, and may
live in the delights of thy glorious lave for evermore, through
the merits and intercession of my blessed Saviour, who hath
encouraged me with the publican to hang down this ashamed
face, and smite upan this guilty breast, and in hope through his
_name to cry unto thee, “ God be merciful to me a sinner!”
Amen, Amen,

VII. A Confession and Prayer for a penitent Sinner.

O MosT great, most wise, and gracious God, though thou
.hatest all the workers in iniquity, and canst not be reconciled
unto sin ; yet, through the mediation of thy blessed Son, with
-pity behold this miserable sinner, who casteth himself down at
the foatstoal of thy grace. Had I lived to those high and holy
ends for which | was created and redeemed, I might now have
come ta thee with the boldness and confidence of a child, in
assurance of thy love and favour. But I have played the fool
and the rebel against thee. [ have wilfully forgotten the God
that made me, and the Saviour that redeemed me, and the
endless glory which thou didst set before me. I forgot the
business which I was sent for into the world, and have lived as
if I had been made for nothing but to pass a few days in fleshly
pleasure and pamper a carcass for the worms. I wilfully forgot
what it is to be a8 man, who hath reason given him to rule his
flesh, and to know his God, and to foresee his death, and the
state of immortality. And [ made my reason a servant to my
.senses, and lived too like the beasts that perish. O the pre-
cious time which I have lost, which all the world cannot call
back ! O the calls of grace which I have neglected ; and the
teachings of God which I have resisted ; the wonderful love
which I unthankfully rejected, and the manifold mercies which
I have abused, aud turned into wantonness and sin! How deep
is the guilt which I have contracted, and how great are the
comforts which | have lost: I might have lived all this while
in the love of thee, my gracious God, aud in the delights of thy
holy word and ways; in the daily sweet foresight of heaven,
and in the joy of the Holy Ghost, if I would have been ruled by
thy righteous laws. But I have hearkened to the flesh and to
this wicked and deceitful world ; and have preferred a short and
sinful life before thy love and endless glory.

Alas! what have I been doing since I came into the world ?
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Folly and sin have taken up my time. I am ashamed to look
back upou the years which I have spent, and to think of the
temptations which I have yielded to. Alas! what trifles have
enticed me from God! How little have I had for the holy
pleasures which I have lost! - Like Esau, I have profanely
sold my birthright for one morsel. To please my fancy, my ap-
petite, and my lust, I have set light by all the joys of heaven:
I have unkindly despised the goodness of my Maker; I have
slighted the love and grace of my Redeemer: Ihave resisted thy
Holy Spirit, silenced my own conscience, and grieved thy mi-
nisters and my most faithful friends, and have brought myself
into this woful case, wherein I am a shame and burden to my-
self, and God is my terror, who should be my only hope and joy.

Thou knowest my secret sins, which are unknown to men:
thou knowest all their aggravations. My sins, O Lord, have
found me out ; my fears and sorrows overwhelm me. If I look
behind me, I see my wickedness pursue my soul, as an army
ready to overtake me and devour me: if I look before me, I see
thy just and dreadful judgment, and I know that thou wilt not
acquit the guilty: if I look within me, I see a dark defiled
heart : if Ilook without me, I see a world still offering fresh
temptations to deceive me: if I look above me, I see thine
offended, dreadful Majesty. And if I look beneath me, I see the
place of endless torment, and the company with which I deserve
to suffer. I am afraid to live, and more afraid to die.

But yet when I look to thine abundant mercy, and to thy
Son, and to thy covenant, I have hope. Thy goodness is equal
to thy greatness. Thou art love itself, and thy mercy is over
all thy works. So wonderfully hath thy Son condescended
unto sinners, and done and suffered so much for their salvation,
that if yet I should question thy willingness to forgive, I should
but add to all my sins, by dishonouring that matchless mercy
which thou dost design to glorify. Yea, more: I find upon
record in thy word, that through Christ thou hast made a cove-
nant of grace, an act of oblivion, in which thou hast already
conditionally, but freely, pardoned all, granting them the forgive-
ness of all their sins, without any exception, whenever, by
unfeigned faith and repentance, they turn to thee by Jesus
Christ. And thy present mercy doth increase my hope, in that
thou hast not cut me off, nor utterly left me to the hardness of
my heart, but showeth me my sin and danger before I am past
remedy.
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O, therefore, behold this- prostrate sinner, which, with the
publican, smiteth on his breast, and is ashamed to look up
towards heaven. O God, be merciful to me a sinner! I confess
not only my original sin, but the follies and fury of my youth,
my manifold sins of ignorance and knowledge, of negligence
and wilfulness, of omission and commission, against the law of
nature, and against the grace and Gospel of thy Son. Forgive
and save me, O my God, for thy abundant mercy, and for the
sacrifice and merit of thy Son, and for the promise of forgiveness
which thou hast made through him; for in these alone is all
my trust. Condemn me not, who condemn myself. O Thou
that hast opened so precious a fountain for sin and uncleanness,
wash me thoroughly from my wickedness, and cleanse me from
my sin. Though thy justice might send me presently to hell,
let thy'mercy triumph in my salvation. Thou hast no pleasure
in the death of sinners, but rather that they repent and live.
If my repentance be not such as thou requirest, O soften this
hardened, flinty heart, and give me repentance unto life. Turn
me to thyself, O God of my salvation, and cause thy face to
shine upon me. Create in me a clean heart, and renew a right
spirit within me. Meet not this poor returning prodigal in thy
wrath, but with the embracements of thy tender mercies, Cast
me not away from thy presence, and sentence me not to depart
from thee with the workers of iniquity : thou who didst pa-
tiently endure me when I despised thee, refuse me not now I
seck unto thee, and here in the dust inplore thy mercy. Thou
didst convert and pardon a wicked Manasseh, and a persecuting
Saul, and there are multitudes in heaven who were once thine
enemies. Glorify also thy superabounding grace in the for-
giveness of my abounding sins.

I ask not for liberty to sin again, but for deliverance from this
sinning nature. O give me the renewing Spirit of thy Son,
which may sanctify all the powers of my soul. Let me have the
new and heavenly birth and nature, and the spirit of adoption to
reform me to thine image, that I may be holy as thou art holy.
Illuminate me with the saving knowledge of thyself, and thy Son,
Jesus Christ. O fill me with thy love, that my heart may be
wholly set upon thee, and the remembrance of thee may be my
chief delight. Let the freest and sweetest of my thoughts run after
thee, and the freest and sweetest of my discourse be of thee,
and of thy glory and kingdom, and of thy word and ways. O
let my treasure be laid up in heaven, and there let me daily and
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delightfully converse. Make it the great and daily business of
my devoted soul to please thee and to honour thee, to promote
thy kingdom, and to do thy will. Put thy fear into my heart,
that I may never depart from thee: this world hath had too
much of my heart already. Let it now be crucified to me, and
I to it, by the cross of Christ. Let me not love it, nor the things
which are therein, but, having food and raiment, cause me
therewith to be content. Destroy in me all fleshly lusts, that I
may not walk after the flesh, but the Spirit. Keep me from
the snares of wicked company, and from the counsel and ways
of the ungodly. Bless me with the helpful communion of the
saints, and with all the means which thou hast appointed to
further our sanctification and salvation. O that my ways were
so directed that I might keep thy statutes! Let me never return
again to folly, nor forget the covenant of 13y God. Help me
to quench the first motions of sin, and to abhor all sinful desires
and thoughts; and let thy Spirit strengthen me against all
temptations, that [ may conquer and endure to the end. Prepare
me for sufferings, and for death, and’ judgment, that when |
must leave this sinful world, I may yield up my departing soul
with joy into the faithful hands of my dear Redeemer; that 1
be not numbered with the ungodly who die in their unpardoned
sin, and pass into everlasting misery, but may be found iu Christ,
having the righteousness which is of God by faith, and may
attain to the resurrection of the just. That so the remembrance
of the sin and iniseries from which thou hast delivered me, may
further my perpetual thanks and praise to thee, my Creator,
my Redeemer, and my Sanctifier.

And O that thou wouldest call and convert the miserable na-
tions of idolaters and infidels, and the multitudes of ungodly
bypocrites who have the name of Christians, and not the truth,
and power, and life. O send forth laboiirers into thy harvest, and
let not Satan hinder them! Prosper thy Gospel, and the kingdom
of thy Son; then sinners may more abundantly be converted to
thee, and this earth may be made liker unto heaven; that when
thou hast gath@red us all into unity in Christ, we may all with
perfect love and joy ascribe to thee the kingdom, the power,
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

VIIl. Prayer and Praise for the Lord’s Day.

GLorious Jehovah, thou art infinitely above the praise of
angels ; much more of such sinful worms as we are : far be it
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from us to think that thou needest any thing that we can do,
or that all our praise can add unto thy blessedness ! DBut thy
love and mercy hath advanced us to this honour, and made our
own felicity our duty : for all that are far from thee shall perish ;
but it is good for us to draw near to thee. And lest the vanities
and business of this world should hinder us, thou hast appointed
us this thy special day, that our composed miuds might be
tuken up with thy love and praise, and ight attend upon thee
without distraction, and might foretaste our everlasting rest.
O be thou now to thy servants’ souls the Spirit of life, the Spirit
of light, and love, and power, that the heavenly life may quicken
us to this holy and heavenly work ; that by faith we may see
thee in thy own communicated light; and that our love
may rise with fervour and delight through the sweet com-
‘munication of thy love; and that all within us which doth
tesist, may be overpowered by thy strength, which is mani-
fested in our weakness ; that so the sacrifice of our persons
and of our praises, which we humbly offer at thy command,
may be such as are fit for thine acceptance, through Jesus Christ.

Thou, and thou alone, art God, the immortal and invisible
Spirit ; eternal and infinite in being and perfections! Before
the forming of the world, from everlasting to everlasting, thou
art God. Thy understanding is infinite. Thou perfectly
knowest thyself and all things ; but art comprehended by none.
Thy will is good, yea, goodness itself, and perfect love ; loving
thyself and all thy works. Thou art the Almighty, and nothing
is too hard for thee. Thou art the Creator of all the world:
thou broughtest all things out of nothing ! Thou spakest the
word, and they were made. Thou gavest their being to the
glorious angels, aud all the intellectual spirits !  All the heavens
were made by thee. Thou saidst let there be light, and there
was light. Thou madest the sun and all the'stars : thou gavest
them their wonderful powers, and their offices; that by their
" light, and heat, and motion, they might be for life and action,
and for times and seasons here below. How glorious art thou,
‘0 God, in these thy wondrous works ! the greatness, the glory,
.and the virtues whereof are so far beyond our dark apprehen-
sions. ~The higher spirits who better know them, and possess
the high and glorious mansions, do better praise thee, the great
Creator, whose word did form that noble frame, when the
morning stars did sing together, and all the sons of God did
shout for joy. Thou madest the earth, the land and sea, an
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all the creatures that dwell therein. All fowls, and fishes, beasts
and plants; in wonderful variety, beauty, and virtue hast thou
made them all. The air and clouds, the thungder and lightning,
rain and snow, the winds and earthquakes, the marvellous motions
of the sea, are all thy great unsearchable works. The smallest
worm or flower doth far surpass our knowledge. How, then,
should mortals comprehend the greatness and harmonious order
of the world? how thou hast founded the earth upon nothing;
and what is in the depths thereof: how thou movest, and
maintainest, and preservest the order of the universal frame,
and causest the sweet and powerful influences of the fiery and
celestial parts, upon the things below : how thou shuttest up
the sea with sandy doors, and makest the clouds to be its
garments, and the darkness as its swaddling-bands, and sayest,
hitherto, and no further shalt thou come. How great, O Lord,
and manifold are thy works! In perfect wisdom, goodness,
and power thou hast made them all.

But it is man whom thou hast made the noblest inhabitant of
this lower world. Thou breathest into his body the breath of
life, and he became a living soul. Thou madest him little lower
than the angels, that thou mightest crown him with glory and
honour. Thou gavest him dominion over the works of thy
hands ; and hast put all things below us under his feet. Thou

madest him in thine image, with an understanding mind, and -

an unforced will, and executive power, to know, and love, and
serve thee, his most wise, and good, and great Creator. Thou
placest him in this lower world, that he might pass through it
to the blessed presence of thy glory. Thou becamest a Father
to him, being his Owner, his Ruler, and his chiefest Good ; even
his great Benefactor, and his ultimate End ; that he might live
in absolute resignation, subjection,and love to thee. Thou
gavest him in nature, and in thy precept, a law which was holy,
just and good, that, by following thy conduct, he might please
thee, and attain to full felicity. Thou didst furnish him with all
things necessary to his obedience, and oblige him thereto by the
abundance of thy blessings. But he quickly fell from his inno-
cency and honour, by turning from his God. He believed the
false and envious tempter, even when he accused thee of false-
hood and envy, as if all thy wondrous works and mercies, had
not proved thee to be true and good. Thus did man foolishly
requite the Lord, and forsook the rock of his salvation. And by
one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin. But
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mercy rejoiced against judgment, and thou didst not let out all
thy wrath ; but with the sentence of death thou didst join the
promise of a Redeemer. O that men would praise the Lord for
his goodness, and for his wonderful works for the children
of men !

* As thou gavest the mercies of the promise to the fathers ; so
in the fulness of time thou didst send thy Son. He came and
took our nature to his Godhead ; being conceived by the Holy
Ghost ; made of a woman, under the law; born of a virgin.
He made himself of no reputation ; but took upon him the form
of a servant, and was made in the likeness of man. O wonder-
ful, condescending love! Angels proclaimed it; and angels
admire it, and search into it, and in the church’s glass they still
behold the manifold wisdom of God : how low, then, should re-
deemed sinners fall, in the humble admirations of his grace!
how high should they rise in the thankful praise of their
Redeemer!

He came on earth and conversed with men,to make known to
men the invisible God, and the unseen things of the world above.
He came as the Light and Saviour of the world, to bring to
light immortality and life. He was holy, harmless, and undefit-
ed, separated from sinners, and fulfilling all righteousness, that
he might be a meet High Priest and effectual Saviour of sinners.
He taught us, by his perfect doctrine and example, to be hum-
ble and obedient, and to contemn this world ; to deny ourselves,
and bear the cross, that we may attain the everlasting crown of
glory. He humbled himself to the false accusations and re-
proach of sinners, and to the shameful and bitter death of the
cross, to make himself a sacrifice and propitiation for our sins,
‘and a ransom for our guilty souls, that we might be healed by
his stripes.” O matchless love, which even for enemies, did thus
lay down his precious life! He hath conquered and sanctified
death and the grave to all believers. He, therefore, took part
of flesh and blood, that he might by death destroy the devil that
had the power of death, and deliver them who, through the fear
of death, were all their lifetime subject unto bondage. He
hath procured for mankind a covenant of grace, and sealed it
as his testament with his blood. And now thereis forgiveness
with thee, that thou mightest be cheerfully feared and obeyed
in hope. It was thine own love to the world, O Father, which
gave thine only begotten Son, that whosoever truly believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life. Thou wast in
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Christ reconciling the world unto thyself, and not imputing
their sins unto them. Thou hast committed the word of recon-
ciliation to thy ministers, to beseech sinners, even in thy name,
and in the stead of Christ, to be reconciled to thee. Thou com-
mandest them to offer thy mercy unto all, and, by importunity,
to compel them to come in, that thy house may be filled, and
thy blessed feast may be furnished with guests.

Thou refusest none that come to thee by Christ. Thou deniest
thy mercy to none but the obstinate and final rejectors of it.
Thou givest eternal life to them who were the sons of death;
and this life is in thy Son ; for he is able to save to the utter-
most all that come to thee by him. To as many as receive him
thou givest power to become the sons of God. Thou givest
them also the Spirit of thy Son; even the Spirit of adoption, to
renew them to thy holy image, that they may be like their
i)eavenly Father ; to sanctify them to thyself, and by shedding
abroad thy love upon their hearts, to draw up their hearts in
love to thee. Thou makest them a peculiar people to thyuelf,
and zealous of good works, for which thou dost regenerate them.
Thou givest them all repentance unto life; and crucifiest their
flesh, and all its lusts ; thou teachest them to live soberly, righte-
ously, and godly, and savest them from this present evil world,
and mortifiest their sinful love thereof, that thou mayest have
their love, and be their felicity. O, with what love hast thou
loved poor rebellious sinners, that they should be converted and
made the sons of God, yea, heirs of heaven, and co-heirs with
Christ ; that when we have suffered with him, we may also be
glorified with him.

Thou dost build thy church upon a rock, the blessed Media-
tor; that the power of hell may not prevail against it. Thou
hast made him its Teacher, Priest, and King: of him we learn to
know thee and thy will. By him we have our peace, our ac-
- ceptance, and access to thee. He is the Lord, both of the dead
and living. Thou hast delivered all things into his hands, and
made him head over all things to the church. When he as-
cended up on high he appointed his ministers to gather, and
order, and edify this universal church, which is his body. He
gave his Apostles the infallible Spirit, to lead them into all truth;
and the Spirit of power, to be his witness, by miracles, to the
world. They have taught us all things whatsoever he com-
manded them, and committed that doctrine in the sacred Scrip-
tures to those pastors and teachers whom thou hast appointed to
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preserve and preach it, and to feed thy flock to the end of the
world : and though sin, alas, hath wofully defiled, and schism
divided, these thy churches, yet art thou still amongst them, and
bearest with their infirmities, and givest them thine oracles, and
callest them to holiness, love, and peace, and knowest thy wheat
among the chaff.

, O that men would praise the Lord for his goodnes, and for his
wondrous works for the children of men! How glorious art
thou, O Lord, in holiness, to be reverenced in the assemblies of
the saints, and honoured of all that are about thee! Holiness
becometh thy house for ever: in thy temple shall every man
speak of thy glory. We bless thy name, O our great Creator ;
we bless thy name, our gracious Redeemer; we bless thy name,
most Holy Spirit. O that our souls could, with greater thank-
fulness, magnify the Lord, and our spirits rejoice in God our
Saviour! who hath pitied us in our lost estate ; for thy mercy
endureth for ever. We thank thee for our being; we thank
thee that thou hast redeemed us from sin and hell; we thank
thee that thou hast brought us, by baptism, into thy covenant
and church. We thank thee for these high and sacred privileges,
that we are not foreigners or strangers among the heathen and
infidel world, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the
household of God, that we may stand in the presence of thy
holiness, and praise thee in the assemblies of believers, and are
not banished from these sacred societies and works. A day in
thy courts is better than a thousand. We had rather be door-
keepers in the house of God, than to dwell in the palaces of
wickedness. Blessed are they that know the joyful sound, and
fruitfully live under the dews of heaven. They shall walk, O
Lord, in the light of thy countenance ; in thy name shall they
rejoice all the day, and in thy righteousness shall they be ex-
alted ; for thou art their glory and their strength ; and in thy
favour they shall be safe, and glad, and great.

But especially those whom thou hast brought into the invisible
church of the regenerate can never sufficiently magnify thy
grace. When we lived as without thee in the world, and never
sincerely loved or desired thee, but followed our fleshly lusts, and
the deceitful vanities of the world; when God was not in all our
thoughts, and we had no pleasure in thy holy ways; when we
despised grace, and resisted thy Spirit, and went on adding sin
to sin ; then didst thou pity us in our blood. Thou sentest us
thy word; thou madest it powerful on our hardened hearts;
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thou broughtest us to consider of our state and ways, and gavest
us some relenting and contrition. It is camfortable to us to
_ review the stirrings and victories of thy grace, the meltings of
thy mercy, and the comforts of thy love. When we feared lest
our sins would have been our damnation,jand that thou wouldest
never receive such wretched rebels, how freely didst thou pardon
all ; how graciously didst thou embrace us ; delighting to show
mercy, and overcoming our hearts with the greatness of thy love!
O how many sins didst thou forgive ; what work had thy Spirit
to do upon these ignorant, proud, and selfish minds ; upon these
carnal, worldly, disobedient hearts ; how many mercies, preser-
vations, comforts, hast thou since that time vouchsafed to us;
how many desires hast thou st given us, and then accepted
from us; how many afflictions hast thou shortened or sanctified;
how many joyful or profitable hours have we had with thee alone
in secret, and with thee and thy people in the communion of
saints! Many, O Lord, are thy wondrous works, and thy
thoughts of mercy towards thy servants ; if we would reckon
them in order, and declare them before thee, they are more than
can be numbered. And after all these, as priests to God, we
are here to offer thee the sacrifice of praise; rejoicing in thee,
our portion and salvation.

And when this short and troublesomne life is ended, we have
thy promise that we shall rest with thee for ever. If in this life
only we had hope, we should be of all men most miserable. But
thou wilt conduct us through this wilderness, and guide us by
thy counsel, and bring us in season to thy glory. For thou hast
not given us these faculties to see thee, and know thee, and
love thee, and delight in thee in vain : thou wilt surely perfect
nature and grace ; and cause them to attain their end. The
great undertaking, work, and sufferings of our Redeemer, shall
not be in vain. Thy sealed promise shall not be broken. Thy
Spirit hath not in vain renewed us, and sealed us to that blessed
day : nor shall thy pledge, and earnest, and witness within us,
prove deceits. These desires and groans shall not be lost ; and
these weak beginnings of light and love, do foreshow our full
fruition and perfection. This seed of grace portendeth glory:
and the foretastes of love do tell us that we shall be happy in thy
love for ever. Our hope in thy goodness, thy Son, and thy co-
venant, will never leave us frustrate and ashamed.

We therefore bless thy name, O Lord, as those that are re-
deemed from death and hell ; as those who are advanced to the
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dignity of sons ; as those whom thou savest from all their ene-
mies, but especially from ourselves, and from our sins! We
bless thy name, as those who are entering into glory ; and hope
to be with Christ for ever ; where sin and sorrow, enemies and
fears, shall be shut out, and shall molest our souls no more for
ever. '

We foresee, by faith, that happy day. We see, by faith, the
New Jerusalem ; the innumerable angels ; the perfect spirits of
the just ; their glorious light ; their flaming love ; their perfect
harmony. We hear, by faith, their joyful songs of thanks and
praise. Lately they were as low and sad as we; in sins and
sorrows, in manifold weaknesses, sufferings, and fears ; but by
faith and patience they have overcome ; and in faith and pa-
tience we desire to follow our Lord and them. The time is
near; this flesh will quickly turn to dust, and our delivered
souls shall come to thee; our life is short, and our sins and sor-
rows will be short; then we shall have light: we shall no
more groan, and cry out in darkness, ¢ O that we could know
the Lord I’ then shall we love thee with pure, unmixed, perfect
love ; and need no more to groan and cry: O that our souls
were inflamed with thy love ! then shall we praise thee with
thankful alacrity and joy, which will exceed our present appre-
hensions and desires.

O blessed streams of light and love, which will flow from thy
opened, glorious face, upon our souls for ever! How far will
that everlasting sabbath, and those perfect praises, excel these
poor and dull endeavours, as far as that triumphant city of God
excelleth this imperfect, childish, discomposed church.

Quicken, Lord, our longing for that blessed state and day!
O, come, Lord Jesus, come quickly, and fulfil thy word, that we
may be with thee where thou art, and may behold thy glory!
Stay not till faith shall fail from the earth. Stay not till the
powers of darkness conquer all the remnant of thine inherit,
ance, and make this world yet like unto hell ; nor till the godly
cease, and the faithful fail, from among the children of men! O
when shall the world acknowledge their great Creator and Re-
deemer, and abhor their idols, and cease from their unbelief!
When shall the rest of the heathens and infidels he thy son’s
inheritance, and the kingdoms of the world become his king-
dom? O when shall heaven be made the pattern of this earth,
and men delight to do thy will? When shall the proud, the
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worldly, and the sensual, renounce their deceits, and walk hume
bly and holily with their God ; and the fool, whose heart denieth
the Lord, and calleth not upon thee, but eateth up thy people
as bread, return unto thee, and fear thy name, and fight ne
more against his Maker! Hasten, O Lord, the salvation of thy
people, and keep them in uprightness and patience to the end.
Have mercy upon all the ignorant and unreformed churches in
the world : deliver them from the eastern and western tyranny,
which keepeth out the means of knowledge and reformation,
and restore them to the primitive purity, simplicity, and unity,
that their light may shine forth, to the winning of the heathea
and infidel world whom now their pollutions drive from Christ.
Preserve and repair the churches which are reformed, and revive
among them knowledge, holiness, and peace. Bless these king-
doms with the light and power of the gospel, and with peace.
O bless the king, and all in authority, with the wisdom, holi-
ness, and prosperity, which are needful to their own and the
common good; and keep the subjects in their duty to thee and
their superiors, that we may live a quiet and peaceable life, in
all godliness and honesty. Let all the congregations be blessed
with burning, shining lights ; and let the buyers and sellers be
cast out of thy temple; and let not the malice of Satan, or the
sacrilege of men, be able to hinder the Gospel of thy kingdom,
nor alienate thy devoted, faithful labourers, from thy harvest
work.

Give us the necessaries of this present life, and a contented
mind with what thou givest us; and kill in us our worldly love,
and fleshly lusts.

" Teach us to live daily by faith on our Redeemer : and by him
let us have continual access to thee; and the daily pardon of
our daily sins; and a heart to love and pardon others.

~ O save us from all the suggestions of Satan, and from the
snares of this world, and the allurements of sinners, and from
all the corrupt inclinations of the flesh; and give us not up to
sin, nor to our own concupiscence, nor to the malice of Satan or
ungodly men, nor to any destructive punishment which our sin
deserves.

O teach us to know the work of life, and the preciousness of
our short and hasty time, and to use it as will most comfort us
at our last review. Teach us so to number our days that we
may apply our hearts to wisdom, and not, like fools, to waste in
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vain those precious hours on which eternity dependeth, and which
all the world cannot call back. Let us do thy work with all our
might, especially in our particular callings and relations. Let
us make our calling and election sure, and spend our days in the
delightful exercise of faith, hope, and love. Keep us still
watchful, and in a continual readiness for death and judgment,
and longing for the coming of our Lord. Let our hearts and
eonversations be in heaven, from whence we look for our glorious
Redeemer ; in whose words we sum up all our prayers.

Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come ; thy will be done, on earth, as it is done in hea-
ven. Give us this day our daily bread: and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us : and lead
us not into temptation ; but deliver us from evil; for thine is
the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

A shorter Form of Praise and Prayer for the Lord’s Day.

Gror1ous Jehovah ! While angels and perfected spirits are
praising thee in the presence of thy glory, thou hast allowed
and commanded us to take our part in the presence of thy.
grace. We have the same most holy God to praise; and
though we see thee not, our head and Saviour seeth thee, and
our faith discerneth thee in the glass of thy holy works and
word. Though we are sinners, and unworthy, and cannot
touch these holy things, without the marks of our pollution,
yet have we a great High Priest with thee, who was separate
from sinners, holy, harmless, and undefiled, who appeareth for
us in the merits of his spotless life and sacrifice, and by whose
hands only we dare presume to present a sacrifice to the most
holy God. And thou hast ordained this day of holy rest as a
type and means of that heavenly rest with thy triumphant
church, to which we aspire, and for which we hope. Thou
didst accept their lower praise on earth, before they celebrated
thy praise in glory. Accept ours also by the same Mediator.

Glory be to thee, O God, in the highest; on earth peace ;
good-will towards men. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty,
who wast and art to come ; eternal, without beginning or end ;
immense, witheut all bounds or measure; the infinite Spirit,
. Father, Word, and Holy Ghost. The infinite Life, Understand-
ing, and Will, infinitely powerful, wise, and good. Of thee, and
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through thee, and to thee, are all things. To thee be glory
for evermore. All thy works declare thy glory, for thy glorious
perfections appear on all ; and for thy glory, and the pleasure
of thy holy will, didst thou create them. The heavens, and all
the hosts thereof; the sun, and all the glorious stars; the fire,
with its motion, light, and heat; the earth, and all that dwell
thereon, with all its sweet and beauteous ornaments; the air,
and all the meteors ; the great deeps, and all that swim therein :
all are the preachers of thy praise, and show forth the great
Creator’s glory. How great is that power which made so great
a world of nothing; which, with wondesful swiftness, moveth
those great and glorious luminaries which in a moment send
forth the influences of their motion, light and heat, through all
the air, to sea and earth. Thy powerful life giveth life to all;
and preserveth this frame of nature, which thou hast made.
How glorious is that wisdom which ordereth all things, and
assigneth to all their place and office, and by its perfect laws
maintaineth the beauty and harmony of all! How glorious
is that goodness and love which made all good, and very good!

We praise and glorify thee, our Lord and Owner; for we,
and all things, are thine own. We praise and glorify thee, our
King and Ruler; for we are thy subjects, and our perfect obe-
dience is thy due. Justare all thy-laws and judgments ; true and
sure is all thy word. We praise and glorify thee, our great
Benefactor; in thee we live, and move, and are; all that we
are, ‘or have, or can do, is wholly from thee, the cause of all;
and all is for thee, for thou art our End. Delightfully to love
thee is our greatest duty, and our only felicity ; for thou art
love itself, and infinitely amiable.

When man, by sin, did turn away his heart from thee, be-
lieved the tempter against thy truth, obeyed his sense against
thy authority and wisdom, and forsaking thy fatherly love and
goodness, became an idol to himself; thou didst not use him
according to his desert. When we forsook thee, thou didst
not utterly forsake us. When we had lost ourselves, and, by
sin, became thine enemies, condemned by thy law, thy mercy
pitied us, and gave us the promise of a Redeemer, who in
the fulness of time did assume our nature, fulfilled thy law, and
suffered for our sins, and, conquering death, did rise again,
ascended to heaven, and is our glorified Head and Intercessor.
Him hast thou exalted to be a Prince and Saviour, to give us
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repentance and remission of sins. In him thou hast given par-~
don and justification, reconciliation and adoption, by a cove-
nant of grace, to every penitent believer. Of enemies and the
heirs of death, thou hast made us sons and heirs of life.

We are the brands whom thou hast plucked out of the fire
we are the captives of Satan, whom thou hast pardoned ! We
praise thee, we glorify thee, our merciful God and gracious
Redeemer! Our souls have now refuge from thy revenging
wrath. Thy promise is sure ; Satan, and the world, and death,
are overcome; our Lord is risen ; he is risen, and we shall rise
through him. O death ! where is thy sting? O grave! where is
thy victory? Our Saviour is ascended to his Father and our
Father, to his God and our God, and we shall ascend! To his
hands we may commit our departing souls ! Our head is glori-
fied, and it is his will and promise that we shall be with him
where he is, to see his glory. He hath sealed us thereunto by
his Holy Spirit. We were dead in sins, and he hath quickened
us. We were dark in ignorance and unbelief, and he hath
enlightened us. We were unholy and carnal, sold under sin,
and he hath sanctified our wills, and killed our concupiscence,
We praise and glorify this Spirit of life, with the Father and
the Son, from whom he is sent, to be life, and light, and love
to our dead, and dark, and disaffected souls. We are created,
redeemed, and sanctified, for thy holy love, and praise, and
service : O let these be the very nature of our souls, and the
employment and pleasure of all our lives ! O perfect thy weak
and languid graces in us, that our love and praise may be more
perfect ! We thank thee for thy word and sacred ordinances
for the comfort of the holy assemblies, and communion of the
saints, and for the mercy of these thy holy days. But let not
thy praise be here confined, but be our daily life, and breath,
and work.

Fain we would praise thee with more holy and more joyful
souls ! But how can we do it with so weak a faith, and so great
darkness and strangeness to thee; with so little assurance of thy
favour and our salvation? Can we rightly thank thee for the
grace which we are still in doubt of ? Fain we would be liker to
those ‘blessed souls who praise thee without our fears and dul-
ness. But how can it be, while we love thee so little, and have
so little taste and feeling of thy love ; and whilst this load of
sin doth press us down, and we are imprisoned in the remnant
of our carnal affections? O kill this pride and selfishness, these
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lusts and passions !  Destroy this unbelief and darkness, and all
our sins, which are the enemies of us, and of thy praise. Make
us more holy and more heavenly ; and O bring us nearer thee
in faith and love, that we may be more suitable to the heavenly
employment of thy praise!

Vouchsafe more of thy Spirit to all thy churches and servants
in the world ; that as their darkness, and selfishness, and imper-
fections, have defiled, and divided, and weakened them, and
made them a scandal and hardening to individuals, so their
knowledge, self-denial, and impartial love, may truly reform,
unite, and strengthen them; that the glory of their holiness
may win the unbelieving world to Christ. O let not Satan keep
up still so large a kingdom of tyranny, ignorance, and wicked-
ness in the earth, and make this world as the suburbs of hell.
But let the earth be more conformable to heaven in the glorify-
ing of thy holy name, the advancing of thy kingdom, and the
doing of thy just and holy will. Let thy way be known upon
earth, and thy saving health among all natious. Let the people
~ praise thee, O God, let all the people praise thee! Yea, give
thy Son the heathen for his inheritance, and let his Gospel
enlighten the dark, forsaken nations of the earth. Let every
knee bow to him, and every tongue confess that he is Christ, to
their salvation and thy glory, Provide and send forth the mes-
sengers of thy grace through all the earth. Deliver all the
churches from sin, division, and oppression. Let thy hely
word and worship continue in these kingdoms, whilst this
world endureth. Bless the king, and all in authority, with all
that wisdom, justice, and holiness, which are needful to his own
and his subjects’ safety, peace, and welfare. Let every congre-
gation among us have burning and shining lights, that the
ignorant and ungodly perish not for want of teaching and
exhortation. And open men’s hearts to receive thy word, and
cause them to know the day of their visitation. Be merciful to
the afflicted in sickness, dangers, wants, or sorrows, according
to thy goodness and their necessities. Let all the prayers and
praises of the faithful throughout the world, sent up this day in
the name of our common Mediator, by him be presented
acceptable  unto thee, notwithstanding the imperfections and
blemishes that are on them, and the censures, divisions, and
injuries, which in their frowardness they are guilty of against
each other! Let them centre as one in Christ, our Head, whe
are too sadly and stiffly distant among themselves. Prepare us
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all for that world of peace where the harmony of universal love
and praise shall never be interrupted by sins, or griefs, or fears,
or discord, but shall be everlastingly perfect, to our joy and to
thy glory, through our glorified Mediator, who taught us when
we pray to say, Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed
be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation ; but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever. Amen. :

1X. A form of Prayer for the Sick, who are unready to die.

MzrciFuL God, reject not this sad, unworthy sinner, who in
pain and sorrow fleeth to thyself in Jesus Christ!| Though 1
have trifled away too much of the day of my salvation, and sin-
fully neglected thy Son and his saving grace, O say not that it
is now too late, for thy promise through Christ is large and free,
forgiving all without exception, who in the time of this life are
penitent believers. O that I had better found out my sin,
before it found me out; and that it had been more my grief
before it was so much my pain; and that I had better known
the evil of it by thy word and grace, before my flesh and bones
had felt it!| But pity my misery, and forgive my sin, through
the propitiation which thy mercy hath provided and accepted.
Remember not the iniquities of my youth, nor the sins which I
have since committed against thy great and manifold mercies,
the motions of thy Spirit, and the reproofs of my own con-
science. | have sinned foolishly as a man, but do thou forgive
me mercifully as a gracious God. If the sufferings of my flesh
do seem so grievous, how should I bear thy burning wrath for
ever on my soul. O give me true repentance unto life! Let
not pain and fear only make me purpose to amend, hut let thy
Spirit of grace renew my soul, by the powerful sense of thy love
in Christ. Let this be the fruit of my afHliction, through his
grace, to purge and take away my sin, and to make me partaker
of thy holiness. And have mercy on this weak and pained
flesh. O spare a little, and give me space to make a better pre-
paration for my change, before I go hence, and am seen no
more! O let not my fearful soul appear before thee, the holy,
dreadful God, in an unpardoned or unrenewed state! Renew
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my time, and renew my soul, that I may live to thee, before I
die. I have abused thy long-suffering : I have forfeited both
health, and life, and hope: I have foolishly and sinfully lost
many an hour of precious time; which never can be called back !
1 foresaw this day, and was oft forewarned of it by thy servants
and by my conscience, but I took not warning, and now, alas!
how unready is my soul to appear before thee ! My sins affright
me; thy justice and holiness affright me; eternity, eternity,
doth amaze my soul. 1 have no assurance to escape thy wrath
and everlasting misery ! I have not so set iy heart on heaven,
nor lived in a heavenly conversation, as to desire to depart that
I may be with Christ, and to come with boldness and comfort-
able hope before the Judge of all the world; forgive my sin
through the sacrifice and intercession of my Redeemer. O try
me once more with opportunities and mesns of grace! Return,
O Lord, deliver my soul! O save me for thy mercies’ sake.
Kill me not till my sin be killed. End not this life till thou
hast prepared me for a better. Though it be a life of vanity
and vexation, it is all the space that ever I shall have to prepare
for the endless life which followeth. Cut not off my time till I
am ready for, eternity. Let me not die in my sins, nor fall into
the hands of thy revenging justice. I condemn myself; do not
thou condemn me. If thou wilt renew my days, it is the reso-
lution of my soul to hearken to thy Spirit, to obey my Saviour,
to study thy wondrous love in Christ, to seek the things that are
above with him, and to forsake my sin, and live to thee: but
because I know that without thy grace 1 cannot do it, O give
me yet both time and grace' Or, if thou wilt try me no longer
here on earth, now, Lord, before my soul departeth, sanctify it
by thy Spirit, and wash it in the blood of Jesus Christ, and shed
abroad thy love upon it, and give me such a sight of the hea-
venly glory, that in the lively exercise of faith, hope, and love,
my soul may willingly forsake this world, and come to thee.
Though I have departed from thee, and delighted not to know
thee, refuse not to know me, and bid me not depart with workers
of iniquity. And if this be all the time that ever I shall have,
to beg thy saving grace and mercy, though it be short, let it be
an accepted time. Have mercy, mercy, mercy Lord, upon a °
sinful, undone soul, and let me not be the firebrand of thy hot
displeasure. Now glorify thy grace in Jesus Christ, who is an
all-sufficient Saviour, to whom [ fly, and on whom I cast my
miserable soul. Merciful Saviour, receive it as thine own!
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Refuse it not as unworthy, but for thy worthiness justify it, and
let thy Spirit now renew it, and let thy grace abound where
my sin aboundeth. It is thy promise, that him that cometh
unto thee thou wilt in no wise cast out. Let this enemy by
thee be reconciled to the Father, and adopted as a son and
heir of life, and present me spotless and acceptable to God.
Whether I live or die, I desire to be thine: and though I have
broken my covenant with thee, I here again renew it. I give
up myself to thee, my reconciled God and Father, my Saviour
and my Sanctifier. Accept me, and assure me of the blessings
of thy covenant. And then, though I deserve to dwell with
devils, I shall see thy glory, and be filled with thy love, and
with saints and angels shall joyfully praise my Creator, Re-
deemer, and Sanctifier for ever. Amen, Amen.

X. 4 Prayer for the Faithful before Death, is the end of the
ninth day’s Conference.

A short Prayer for Childre® and Servants.

EvER-LIVING and most glorious God, Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. Infinite is thy power, thy wisdom, and thy goodness.
Thou art the Maker of all the world, the Redeemer of lost and
sinful man, and the Sanctifier of the elect. Thou hast made me
a living reasonable soul, placed a while in this flesh and world to
know, and love, and serve thee my Creator, with all my heart,
and mind, and strength ; that I might obtain the reward of the
heavenly glory. This should have been the greatest care, and
business, and pleasure of all my life. I was bound to it by thy
law : I was invited by thy mercy: and, in my baptism, I was
devoted to this holy life, by a solemn covenant and vow. But,
alas! 1 have proved too unfaithful to that covenant; I have
forgotten and neglected the God, the Saviour, and the Sanc-
tifier, to whom I was engaged, and have too much served the
devil, the world, and the flesh, which I renounced : I was born
in sin, and sinfully I have lived : I have been too careless of my
immortal soul, and of the great work for which I was created
and redeemed : I have spent much of my precious time in
vanity, in minding and pleasing this corruptible flesh. And I
have hardened my heart against those instructions, by which thy
Spirit, and my teachers, and my own conscience, did call upon
me to repent and turn to thee.

VOL. XI1X. TT
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And now, O Lord, my convinced soul doth confess shat I |
have deserved to be forsaken by thee, and given over to my lust
and folly, and to be cast out of thy glorious presence iuto damn-
ation. But seeing thou hast given a Saviour to the world, and
made a pardoning and gracious law, promising forgiveness aud
salvation through his merits, to every true penitent believer, |
thankfully accept the metcy of thy covenant in Christ 1 1 hum-,
bly canfess my sin and guiltiness s | cast my miserable soul upon
thy grace, and the merits, and sacrifice, and intercession of my
Saviour, (), pardon all the sins of my cortupted heart and life
and, as a reconciled father, take me to be thy ehild : and give
me thy renewing Spitit, to be in me a principle of holylife, and
light, and love, and thy seal and witness that I am thine. Let
him quicken my dead and hatdened heart. Let him enlighten
my dark, unbelieving mind, by clearer knowledge and firm be-
lief s let him turn my will to the ready obedience of thy holy
will : let him reveal to my soul the wonders of thy love in
Christ, and fill it with love to thee and my Redeemer, and to all
thy holy word and works ; till all my sinful, carual love be
quenched in me, and my sinful pleasures tumed into a sweet
delight in God. Give me self-deuial, humility, and lowliness,
and save me from the great and hateful sins of selfishness,
worldliness, and pride. O set my heart upon the heavenly
glory, where I hope, ere long, to live with Christ, and all his
holy ones, in the joyful sight, and love, und praise of thee the
God of love for ever. Deny me not any of those helps and
mercies which are needful to my sanctification and salvation.
And cause me to live in a continual readiness, and for a safe and
comfortable death : for what would it profit me to win all the
world, and los¢ my soul, my Saviour, and my God ?

Additions for Children.

LT thy blessings be upon my paretits and governors : cause
them to instruct and educate me in thy fear, and cause me with
thankfulness to receive their instructions ; and to love, honour,
and obey_them, in obedience to thee. Keep me from the
shares of evil company, temptations, ahd youthful pleasures
and let me be a companion of them that fear thee, Let my
daily delight be to meditate on thy law ; and let me never have
the mark of the ungodly, to be a lover of pleasures more than
of God. Furnish my youth with those treasures of wisdom and
holiness, which may be daily increased and used to thy glory.



THR POOR MAN’S VAMILY BOOK. 643

Additions for Servanis. -

AND as thou hast made me a servant, make me conscionable
and faithful in my place and trust, and careful of my master’s
goods and business, as I would be if it were my own. Make
me submissive and obedient to my governors; keep me from
self-will and pride, from murmuring and irreverent speeches,
from falsehood, slothfulness, and all deceit ; that I may not be
an eye-servant, pleasing my lust and fleshly appetite; but may
cheerfully and willingly do my duty, as believing that thou art
the ‘revenger of all unfaithfulness; and may do my service hot
only as unto man, but as to the Lord ; expecting from thee my
chief reward.

All this [ beg and hope for, on the account of the merits and
intercession of Jesus Christ, concluding in the words which he
hath taught us; Our father which art in heaven, hallowed be
thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth,
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And for-
give us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation ; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever.
Amen.

A plain and short Prayer for Families for Morning end
Evening.

ALMIGHTY, all-seeing, -and most gracious God! The world
and all therein is made, maintained, and ordered by thee. Thou
art every where present, being more than the soul of all the world,
Though thou art revealed in thy glory to those only that are in
heaven, thy grace is still at work on earth to prepare men for
thy glory. Thou madest us not as the beasts that perish, but
with reasonable, immortal souls, to know, and seek, and serve
thee here, and then to live, with all the blessed, in the everlast-
ing sight of thy heavenly glory, and the pleasures of thy perfect
love and praise. But we are ashamed to think how foolishly and
sinfully we have forgotten and neglected our God and our souls,
and our hopes of blessed immortality; and have overmuch
minded the things of this visible, transitory world, and the
prosperity and pleasure of this corruptible flesh, which we
know must turn to rottenness and dust. Thou gavest us a law
which was just and good, to guide us in the only way to life;

T2



644 THR POOR MAN’S FAMILY BOOK.

and when by sin we had undone ourselves, thou gavest us a
Saviour, even thy eternal Word made man, who by his holy life
and bitter sufferings reconciled us to thee, and both purchased
salvation for us, and revealed it to us, better than an angel from
heaven could have done, if thou hadst sent him to us sinners on
such a message. But, alas! how light have we set by our Re-
deemer, and by all that love which thou hast manifested by him,
and how little have we studied, and understood, and less obeyed
that covenant of grace which thou hast made by him to lost
mankind.

But, O God, be merciful to us, vile and miserable sinners;
Forgive the sins of our natural pravity, and the follies of our
youth, and all the ignorance, negligence, omissions, and com-
missions of our lives; and give us true repentance for them, or
else we know that thou wilt not forgive them. Our life is but as
a shadow that passeth away; and it is but as a moment till we
must leave this world, and appear before thee to give up our ac-
count, and to speed for ever as here we have prepared. Should
we die before thou hast turned our hearts from this sinful flesh
and world to thee by true faith and repentance, we shall be lost
for evermore. O, wo to us, that ever we were born, if thou
forgive not our sins, and make us not holy before this short, un-
certain life be at an end! Had we all the riches and pleasures of
this world, they would shortly leave us in the greater sorrows.
We know that all our life is but the time which thy mercy allot-
teth us to prepare for death ; therefore we should not put off our
repentance and preparation to a sick bed. But now, Lord, as if
it were our last and dying words, we earnestly beg thy pardon-
ing and sanctifying grace, through the merits and intercession of
our Redeemer. O thou that hast pitied and saved so many
millions of miserable sinners, pity and save us also, that we may
glorify thy grace for ever; surely thou delightest not in the
death of sinners, but rather that they return and live: hadst
thou been unwilling to show mercy, thou wouldest not have ran-
somed us by so precious a price, and still entreat us to be recon-
ciled unto thee. We have no cause to distrust thy truth or
goodness ; but we are afraid lest unbelief, and pride, and hypo-~
crisy, and a worldly, fleshly mind, should be our ruin. O save
us from Satan and this tempting world, but especially from
ourselves! Teach us to deny all ungodliness and fleshly lusts,
and to live soberly, righteously, and godly in this world. Let it
be our chiefest daily work toplease thee, and to lay up a trea-
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sure in heaven, and to make sure of a blessed life with Christ,
and quietly to trust thee with soul and body. Make us faithful
in our callings, and our duties to one another, and to all men
to our superiors, equals, and inferiors; bless the king, and all
in authority, that we may live a quiet and peaceable life in all
godliness and honesty. Give wise, holy, and peaceable pastors
to all the churches of Christ, and holy and peaceable minds to
the people. Convert the heathen and infidel nations of the
world; and cause us and all thy people to seek, first, the hal-
lowing of thy name, the coming of thy kingdom, and the doing
of thy will on earth as it is done in heaven. Give us our daily
bread, even all things necessary to life and godliness, and let us
be therewith content. Forgive us our daily sins, and let thy
love and mercy constrain us to love thee above all ; and for thy
sake to love our neighbours as ourselves, and in all our dealings
to do justly and mercifully, as we would have others do by us.
Keep us from hurtful temptations, from sin, and from thy judg-
ments, and from the malice of our spiritual and corporeal ene-
mies; and let all our thoughts, affections, passions, words, and
actions, be governed by thy word and Spirit, to thy glory. Make
all our religion and obedience pleasant to us, and let our souls be
so delighted in the praises of thy kingdom, thy power, and thy
glory, that it may secure and sweeten our labour by day, and
our rest by night, and keep us in a longing and joyful hope of
the heavenly glory : and let the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God our Father, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit, be with us now and for ever. Amen.
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